Sen. Bill Nelson

United States Senate

716 Senate Hart Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Sen. Nelson:

As a member of the Florida Medical Association, which represents 20,000 physicians and medical students, I urge you to act quickly to stop the meltdown of the nation’s Medicare system. Florida has three million Medicare beneficiaries, more than any other state. By failing to act, Congress is jeopardizing access to care for the senior citizens, people with disabilities and military families who rely on Medicare.

Congress recently passed legislation with the goal of improving Americans’ access to health care. However, the new law fails to address a fundamental problem: the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR), which is the formula Medicare uses to pay physicians for their services. The SGR has not kept up with the rising cost of health care, and every year for the past decade, my fellow physicians and I have faced severe payment cuts that threaten our ability to care for our patients.

While you and your congressional colleagues have recognized this gaping wound in our health care system, you have addressed it repeatedly with Band-Aid fixes. Nothing less than a complete transplant will fix the problem, and only Congress can provide it. How? By replacing the SGR with a payment system that pays health care providers fairly.

On behalf of my patients and the medical community, I implore you to fix Medicare now. Many of the provisions of the new health care reforms are based on Medicare, but you cannot build a functioning health care system on a crumbling foundation. For the sake of current and future generations of patients, you must stabilize the Medicare system today. 

Sincerely,

[Insert your name here.]

